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Commentary II
Greetings, Alumni and Friends!
Spring is in the air and new opportunities are on
the horizon forThe Alumni Association and the Of
fice for Alumni Relations under the leadership of our
new director of alumni relations, Catherine
Canzonetta. Since her arrival a few short months ago,
Cathy and the alumni relations team have been work
ing diligently to set a course for the alumni office and
have taken a special interest in laying a foundation
for The Alumni Association's efforts in the months
and years to come.
Of particular interest is a recent demographic study Melonie Colaianne
Cathy prepared for the Alumni Board that revealed
some interesting characteristics of our alumni body. Based on information
for addressable alumni available at the time of the study, here are a few.
(With minor exceptions, these attributes mirror closely the composition of
our alumni association membership.)
Did You Know?
• More than one-half of all EMU alumni of this century have graduated
since 1980
• Thirty Eight percent of all EMU alumni graduated from the College of
Education, 31 percent from the College of Arts and Sciences, 16 percent
from the College of Business, 9 percent from the College of Health and
Human Services and 6 percent from the College ofTechnology
• More than 4,500 alumni are married to other EMU alumni
• Nearly three-quarters of all graduates are under the age of 45
• Of the top ten professions entered following graduation, the top five are
in the field of education and the next five are in the field of business

Don't forget:
We want to hear
from you!
• Send us your input and responses
to articles and issues.
• Send us your membership renewal.
• Send us your name and get
involved in an alumni chapter.

The Alumni Association Board of Directors is confident that alumni rela
tions at Eastern Michigan University, guided by the sure hand of the alumni
staff, is heading in the right direction. You can help us move toward our new
horizon by passing along a membership application to another alum or friend
of the University. Share your enthusiasm for Eastern Michigan; you will
find that it's contagious.
Warm regards,

We are here for you
at any of the following:
E-mail: alumni.relations9emich.edu
FAX: (313) 487-7009
Telephone: (3131 487-0250
or (800) 825-8664

Melonie Colaianne '83, '94, President
The Alumni Association
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Feature

Tal<ing Home the "Gold

11

by Pamela Young, public information

She's nicknamed "little battery"
because of her enthusiasm and abil
ity to charge up her colleagues. He's
cited as a "builder ofself-worth" and
a motivational master whose phi
losophy is to serve others. Now, they
botl1 have another title: winner of the
prestigious Milken Family Founda
tion National Educator Award.
Eastern Michigan University
graduates Alice Janke '88, '95, and
Timothy Hammar '81, will be
among four Michigan teachers to be
honored as outstanding educators by
the foundation in June.
The Educator Award was created
to publicly reward outstand
for
educators
ing
extraordinary efforts and
personal commitment to
public and private elemen
tary and secondary schools.
Each recipient receives
$25,000 to be used at their
discretion. Michigan is
currently one of 32 states
involved in the program,
which originated in Cali
fornia in 1987.

nated Janke. "She was a real leader
which is unusual for a new teacher.
Everyone looks to her for advice."
Janke currently teaches a com
bined third/fourth grade class with
15 students in each. Reading plays a
large part in her daily lessons and she
promotes better reading skills
through a variety of activities.
"In the morning, we have what we
call 'dear time' or 'drop everything
and read,' " said Janke, 33. "As soon
as they arrive at school, the children
will find a book or newspaper and
plop themselves down and read for
15 minutes."

Alice Janke (pronounced It's hands-on time during ]anke's science classes. Active
jon key) earned both her participation is the key to her class' success.
undergraduate degree in
1988 and a master's degree in 1995
At the end of the school year, she
from EMU. She has taught for eight
chooses five or six books and reads
years, all at Redford Township's
to her students aloud every day af
Keeler Elementary School. Her en
ter lunch. She then stops at the
thusiasm and creativity, says Keeler
most exciting chapter in each. "I
principal Reva Wujcik, made her the
encourage the children to check out
perfect candidate for the award.
these books during the summer so
''Alice came here as a brand new
they can continue, but I don't force
teacher among a relatively older staff.
them," she said. "Then I attach
Her energy and enthusiasm ignited
postcards to each book and they
everyone and we called her our little
send it back to me with their
battery because she charged every
response to the book. I then write
one up," said Wujcik, who nomiback to them."
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Other popular programs include a
slide show presentation which high
lights the students and their year
long activities, the development of a
memory book for each child which
contains the work they are most
proud of, and student-led parent
teacher conferences. The conferences
are designed to allow students to dis
cuss their work with their parents.
Janke is quick to credit her col
leagues, the students, and their par
ents for her success. "It's like a tri
angle-the school, child and home.
All must be sturdy and strong," she
said. "Every child is capable of learn
ing, so you need to find how
they learn and plug into that.
I look forward to learning
from them and I work a lot
with the parents and the
children. My success is mea
sured through the success of
the children."
The date, Oct. 7, when
she was notified she was a
foundation winner, is forever
etched in her mind, she said.
"A school-wide assembly
was planned and there were
board members and reporters from the Detroit Free
Press, the Rec!ford Observer
and Channel 2. I didn't have a clue
and I was caught off-guard," said
Janke. "It was extraordinary, but I
really accepted the award on behalf
of all the Redford teachers."
As the daughter of teachers,Janke
says she can't see herself in any other
career. Her late mother, also an
EMU graduate, taught for 25 years
in Dearborn. Her father taught in
Detroit for nearly 30 years.
"Through the guidance of my fam
ily, I fell in this direction," she said.

One ofHammar's projects includes a highly successful safety program.

"My parents gave me the value of
education and they were the first,
most influential teachers in my life
They gave me the commitment and
joy of learning and I try to instill
these in my students."
Timothy Hammar has a philoso
phy in life-to serve others-and his
influence ripples through the com
munity, says his friend, Dr. Nancy
Chrysler. Chrysler, a guidance coun
selor at Bobcean Elementary School
in Flat Rock, and Bobcean princi
pal Teresa Mathews nominated
Hammar for the Milken award.
"He's a builder of self-worth and a
motivational master," said Chrysler.
The secret to his success is that he
challenges his students. "I start off
the year by telling my students that
they are the best kids in the country
and we build on that," said Hammar.
"The most challenging thing is to
try and set the tone in class. Chil
dren respond to how you are," said
Hammar, 42. "They have things
happen to them but you have no
control over the home. I can, how
ever, give them the best while they're
in school."
Hammar's third grade classes are
well-known for their expertise in

geography and science, thanks to an
innovative program called the Olym
piad which he initiated at Bobcean.
"We have two teams-the National
Geography Olympiad and the Na
tional Science Olympiad-and we
beat out Germany, Japan, Bahrain,
and all 50 states," said Hammar.
Plans are in the works for math and
language arts teams.
He's also set up a Terrific Kids pro
gram through the Kiwanis Club
which builds self-esteem and pro
motes good citizenship. And, in an
effort to track his students' success,
Hammar has set up scholarships us
ing his own money. As evidence of
his popularity, he was asked to give
the commencement speech at the
area high school.
Hammar has spent his entire 20year teaching career at Bobcean and
he feels that children have not re
ally changed over the years. "They
still want a lot of attention and
love," he said.
"Tim genuinely cares about every
student and he has such great lead
ership ability," said colleague Nancy
Chrysler. "He runs the largest safety
program in the country, coaches bas
ketball, floor hockey and softball,
and formed an angel bell choir."

Hammar didn't know he was be
ing nominated for the Milken award.
"I was in total shock," he said. "We
were in the classroom when 50 to
60 people-including my parents,
mother-in-law, and my wife and
daughters-came in. Kids were lined
up in the hallway."
Hammar, who graduated from
EMU in 1981, credits the Eastern
Michigan master's program for pro
viding him with the skills needed to
"make school an adventure of a life
time." He has had so many requests
for student teachers to work with
him that he now limits the requests
to former students.
One former student, Scott
Jastrzab, wrote on his nomination
form: "He encouraged me and told
me to go for my goals because I could
do whatever I set my mind to do. He
made a great difference in my life. I
want to do the same for other chil
dren, so I am going to become an
elementary school teacher."

Hammar initiated the Olympiad, a
geography and science competition at
Bobcean. His teams are world champions.
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Dynamic Alumni Revive Business Communication
Through Live Theater
by Maeve K Sullivan, '98, university publications

"Communication is one of the hottest topics in busi
ness today," said Richard Green, '84, '86. "My dream
was always to combine communication and theatre."
This ambition led Green to establish Green Commu
nication Strategies, a Chicago consulting and train
ing firm that specializes in organizational
communication. The company offers com
munication strategy sessions, group
facilitation of meetings, and problem
solving teams. He has spoken at
conferences and has published
articles addressing the issues.
Green's commentary on com
munication has appeared in
Training magazine. He has
...r;• ' �
written speeches for executives and celebrities such as
� ···:)!
former Dallas Cowboys
coach Tom Landry.
Joining Green in this
venture is former EMU
student Mary Jo Licata, as
well as Michael Garcia, an
actor and storyteller, who
also attended EMU.
"We know today that if
organizations do not have an
open environment where people
are communicating with each
other, then those organizations are
not going to be able to compete in
the marketplace," Green said.
One of the unique products offered by
the company is "business theatre," involving
a group of actors, musicians, creative writers, and
trainers called the Corporate Players.
"It's an innovative approach to addressing the issues of
an organization," Green said. "We do a lot of scenes-we
call them 'innovisions,' or innovative visions-through
which we act out communication topics."The Players then
facilitate breakout discussion sessions after each scenario.
The Corporate Players have performed at associations,
businesses and conventions. "I think the value of it is

that it's live theatre. It's not a video," Green said. "We
do a bit of improvisation, too. Sometimes a group of
managers will suggest their own topic. This is commu
nication education through theatre," Green said.
Green has gained experience through his involvement
in several international consulting, training and
information technology organizations,
including Philip Crosby Associates,
Learning Associates, and Unisys.
Fellow founder MaryJo Licata also
brought valuable experience to the
company. Licata has more than
15 years of theatrical and com
munication experience, and has
been instrumental in the
development of theatrical
techniques for addressing
business issues. While serv
ing as manager in the hu
man resources department
of AT&T Universal Card
Services, Licata developed
the Troubadours, an internal
troupe of actors similar to the
Corporate Players.
Actor, playwright, and poet
Michael Garcia adds even
more creative depth to the
group. His work in Barto Pro
ductions' Under Milk Wood was
highly acclaimed by critics through
out Chicago. And, his one-man show
Hold the Hot Sauce/ is enjoying successful
runs in theatres around the country, includ
ing the Sponberg Theatre performance, which
ran last November. W hile a student at EMU, Garcia
captured eight individual national speech championships
at the National Forensics Association tournaments.
Eastern Michigan University is important to these
former EMU students. "The reason we're so emotional
about Eastern Michigan is because, for all of us, that's
where our roots started, in both the communication and
theatre arts departments," said Green.

.· ::,;�e;����t;I::
m;;r�=:;---
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University II
Slater Sworn In as U.S.
Secretary of Transportation
EMU alumnus Rodney E. Slater's appointment as
U.S. Secretary ofTransportation was formalized dur
ing a ceremonial swearing-in Friday, Feb. 21, at the
White House Indian Treaty Room in Washington,
D.C. Slater became the transportation secretary Fri
day, Feb. 14, during a private ceremony in theWhite
House Oval Office. President Bill Clinton attended
the event.
Slater, who replaces Federico Pena, was confirmed
as secretary by the U.S. Senate's Commerce, Science
and Transportation Committee, and unanimously ap
proved by the U.S. Senate during a 98-0 vote Feb. 6.
A 1977 EMU graduate, Slater was a star tailback
for the football team from 1973 to 1976, and a mem
ber of EMU's 1977 national championship foren
sics team. His forensics coach was Dennis Beagen,
now interim dean of continuing education at EMU.
"I continue to be very proud and happy for him,"
Beagen said. "He is one class individual."
Slater graduated from the University of Arkansas
School of Law in 1980. He served as executive assis
tant to then Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton, from
1983-87, commissioner of the Arkansas State High
way Commission from 1987-92, and commission
chairman from 1992-93. Since 1993, he has served as
the Federal Highway Administration's thirteenth ad
ministrator and the nineteenth overall chief highway
executive.

Rodney E. Slater being sworn in by Vice President Al Gore.

Notes From WEMU

By Mary Motherwell, WEMU

In the February/March 1997 issue of Connection,
WEMU's interaction with some of the leading arts
organizations in southeast Michigan was highlighted.
In this issue, we continue that discussion with examples
of more ofWEMU's collaborative efforts.
The Ann Arbor Art Fairs
In 1992, WEMU broadcast live from the Graceful
Arch stage on the University of Michigan campus dur
ing the Street Art Fair on South University Avenue in
Ann Arbor. However, in 1993, theWashtenaw Council
for the Arts discontinued the tradition of live music at
the Art Fairs.That action promptedWEMU, in coop
eration with the Michigan Guild of Artists and Artisans
and the producer of the Summer Art Fair on Main Street,
to bring live music back to the fairs at the Mainstage.
Located in the parking lot of the Edison Center at the
corner of William and Main Streets, the Mainstage is
now the premier stage at the Art Fairs, showcasing the
best in local jazz, blues, and world music performers.
WEMU broadcasts all performances live including the
annual performance of Ann Arbor's nationally famous
Chenille Sisters-one of the highlights of the four-day
event.The Mainstage is one ofWEMU's most success
ful and highly visible promotions. Nearly 350,000 people
pass by the site during the Art Fairs.
The Ann Arbor Blues and Jazz Festival
In September of 1992, a group of arts community lead
ers convened to bring back the Ann Arbor Blues and
Jazz Festival, a highly successful musical festival from
the 1970s. With WEMU as the major media sponsor,
the Festival has staged a dramatic comeback and is now
one of the premier musical events in culturally-rich Ann
Arbor each September. An eclectic mix of local, regional,
and national acts, this three-day event would not be the
success that it has become without their partnership with
WEMU, which is involved with nearly every aspect of
the Festival, including bookings, publicity, marketing,
and, most important, keeping this great musical heri
tage alive over the air.
By forging partnerships such as these, WEMU has
become a leader in the arts community and a model for
other public radio stations that hope to increase expo
sure through events and co-sponsorships.
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Institute for Community a nd Regional Development
Attracts Commerce to Washtenaw County
The recent development of a part
nership between EMU, The Borders
Group, (a locally-based national
bookstore chain) and other local
educational institutions is one way
that Eastern Michigan University is
playing a major role in local eco
nomic development activities in
Washtenaw County. The partner
ship arose from the efforts of the
state of Michigan and Washtenaw
County to convince Waldenbooks to
move its corporate headquarters
from Connecticut to join Borders, its
parent company, in Washtenaw
County.
One incentive is a program through
the Michigan Jobs Commission that
pays the cost of providing training to
corporate employees. As part ofits in
ducement package for Borders/
Waldenbooks, the state created a
training program based on the re
sources of EMU, Washtenaw Com
munity College and the University of
Michigan . Susan Lackey, director of
the Washtenaw Development Coun
cil, arranged a meeting between
Waldenbooks officials and Dr.
Charles Monsma, director of EMU's
Institute for Community and Re
gional Development (ICARD). Be
cause Waldenbooks was hiring up to
400 new employees, most of whom
needed computer training, Monsma
brought Juan Esteva, associate pro
fessor of computer information sys
tems, into the discussions. Esteva and
his EMU colleagues provided
the upper-level training that
Waldenbooks employees and others
in the Borders Group needed.
ICARD had just established a
modern computer lab, so an ideal
training venue was in place in down
town Ypsilanti, just a block from the
EMU College of Business. Capabil-
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ity, convenience and commitment to
efits from the corporate decision to
locate here."
the community were joined in a way
that met both public and private sec
The benefits include interaction
tor needs.
such as trainees eating lunch in
"Without the educational partner
downtown Ypsilanti and attending
ship that came together to support
EMU sports activities. On a larger
the Waldenbooks effort, a move of
scale, a number of trainees have en
this magnitude to a community of
rolled in regular EMU academic
this size would not be supportable,"
programs. Even more broadly,
said Lackey. "EMU's real-world at
Waldenbooks has become a source
of employment for EMU students,
titude toward computer training was
the key to the move."
and many Waldenbooks employees
The result was a training grant
live in the Ypsilanti area, as well as
from the state for Sl.7 million, of
other neighboring communities.
EMU's participation in programs
which ICARD currently is con
tracted to provide more than
such as the Borders/Waldenbooks
$900,000 in computer training. The
partnership illustrates the Uni
first course was held in 1995 and the
versity's expanding commitment to
extended learning and enhanced
training schedule currently runs well
community relations.
into 1998.
Esteva said that the
training benefits not only
Border s/Waldenbooks
employees, but also EMU
faculty and students. "Our
ability to teach advanced
computer concepts to cor
porate employees keeps
EMU curriculum develop
ment in touch with the
latest applications in cor
porate practice," he said.
According to Monsma,
the Borders/Waldenbooks
training program illus
trates the integration
of area-wide economic
development activities.
"Although Borders is not
based in Ypsilanti, re
sources from EMU made
a significant contribution
to attracting Waldenbooks
to this area," he noted.
"The University and the
Ypsilanti community now ProfessorJuan Esteva instructs a Borders/Waldenbooks
are receiving direct ben- employee on management information systems.

On the Mark

Update from the Division of Academic Affairs

Many changes and accomplishments have occurred within the Division ofAcademic Affairs during thepast twoyears. In order
to keep our alumni andfriends apprised ofour "good-news" stories-those accomplishments that were "on the mark" and moving
EMU into a new era-we areprinting some ofthose achievementsforyour review. (Items are not listed in ranking order.)

Division Highlights
Grants and Contracts

More than $10 million in external grants and contracts have been raised in each of the past two years (1994-95 and
1995-96). The total exceeds the challenge goal issued by EMU President W illiam E. Shelton and Ronald W. Collins,
provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, to achieve that figure by 1995-96. Of special note are the $4 million
totals achieved by the Centers for Corporate Training for both years and the $1 million total by the College of
Education in 1995-96.
Technology/Computers

The general student fee has provided more than $2 million in technology enhancements, tripling the number of
open access student work-stations on campus and providing Internet access to more than 10,000 students. Also
available are two new electronic classrooms equipped with computers at every seat and two new video distance
learning classrooms for offering interactive instruction to and from off-campus locations. In addition, a faculty
connectivity/networking project is underway that will provide a computer and Internet access to every tenure-track
faculty member.
Community College Collaboration

A broad-based EMU/Washtenaw Community College
(WCC) collaborative project has resulted in the establishment
i
of an EMU Transfer Center on the wee campus, a dual
registration system to enroll for classes at both institutions,
financial aid covering tuition costs at both schools in the
same semester, and several program-to-program articu
lation agreements. Collaborative initiatives are also un
derway with several other community colleges.
Administrative Reorganization

A major administrative reorganization funded by
reallocation of existing resources has occurred in the
Division of Academic Affairs to achieve a stronger
programmatic focus, more streamlined operations and
greater diversity. A new position, assistant vice presi
dent for extended programs, has been created with line
responsibility for Continuing Education, the Centers
for Corporate Training, the World College and com
munity college collaboration. Also, the appointment ----..._,,of two new associate deans will enable all the college
deans to be actively involved in fund raising.
continued on page 8
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College of Arts and Sciences (A&S)
+ Completed the first formal statement of the college mission, goals and objectives
+ Developed assessment procedures for all programs in all departments
+ The annual Undergraduate Research Symposia involved increased numbers of students and faculty. Keynote
speakers were Brenda Wilson, president of California State University Northridge, and Rodney Slater, EMU
alumnus and U.S. Transportation Secretary
+ Formed first Resource Development Board for the college
+ The Beaux Arts Festival was held again after a three-year hiatus.
+ The restored Pease Auditorium was returned to active use (a campus success with special significance to the
College of Arts and Sciences).
+ First college alumni awards were presented
+ Received nearly S2.5 million in research grants
+ Encouraged the development of new interdisciplinary courses and programs
+ Awarded three endowed college scholarships (Pursell, Stevens, Warren) for the first time
+ Formed a planning group for a new science building, currently ranked first among future EMU academic building
needs
+ Received National Science Foundation (NSF) grants for a science camp for junior high students and an under
graduate research program in chemistry, and received a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) grant
for a summer seminar for teachers

College of Business (COB)
+ Received a S 1 million gift from Darrell and Charlotte Cooper to establish an endowed chair in leadership
(Campaign for Scholars)
+ COB Endowment Fund reached $1 million, up from $438,000 two years ago, in addition to the Cooper gift
(first time for any college in the history of EMU)
+ COB student James V. Hoaglin achieved the highest student score in the nation on the Certified Management
Accountant exam

College of Education (COE)
+ Grants and sponsored projects awarded to COE faculty in 1995-96 totaled $1,056,809.
+ The first two years (of ten) of EMU's participation as the "university partner" in the Skillman Foundation
supported Comer Schools and Family Initiative in Detroit (12 schools to date) provided increased opportunities
for faculty and students to participate in field experiences, research and professional development.
+ Completely reconfigured the elementary teacher preparation program, a major milestone in the college's interdis
ciplinary efforts

College of Health and Human Services (H&HS)
+ The master's in social work program (currently EMU's fastest growing master's program) was fully accredited.
+ The Department of Nursing was reaccredited for a full eight years (maximum number of years awarded) by the
National League for Nursing.
+ Received continued funding ($100,000) from the Michigan Department of Mental Health for the Alzheimer's
Care and Training Center
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College of Technology (COT)
+ The Departments of Business and Technology Education (BTE) and Interdisciplinary Technology (IDT) have
developed the only graduate information security concentration in the nation (offered as part of the master's of
liberal studies program in IDT).
+ The COT has received more than $4 million in grants and contracts during the past two years; during 1995-96,
BTE received 15 grant awards totaling $521,036.
+ IDT initiated a new individualized interdisciplinary program of study in biomedical computer engineering tech
nology with a cohort group of 20-24 biomedical technicians with associate degrees in biomedical technology.

Learning Resources and Technologies (LRT}
+ Library Acquisitions Program Improvement Initiative. Two more annual increases of $200,000 each have brought
the acquisitions budget to $1.8 million; when completed in 1997, this budget will have doubled during a five-year
period. The increased budget allows for annual purchases of new books and sustains more than 4,000 journal
subscriptions, including 50 new titles.
+ Learning Technologies Initiative. The first two years of this general fee-supported initiative ($3.10 from every
$13.33 per credit hour paid by all students) has provided more than $2 million in technology enhancements,
which have dramatically improved EMU students' open access to computer services and resources, including the
Internet.
+ Computer and Distance Learning Classroom Initiative. Under a series of divisional initiatives, supported by the
provost and Continuing Education, approximately $500,000 has been spent to establish two new computer
based classrooms and two new video-based distance learning classrooms housed in the library.

Continuing Education (CONT. E D . )
+ Implemented the innovative Asian Cultural History Tour (ACHT) in winter 1994, based on the established
European Cultural History Tour. The ACHT is a semester-long study program in Indonesia, Malaysia, India,
Nepal, Thailand, China, Hong Kong and Taiwan (Note: No other university in the nation offers a similar pro
gram).
+ Expanded the non-credit Lifespan Learning classes for adults at the Depot Town Center in Ypsilanti. Program
ming includes workshops and seminars, short courses, dinner theater, travel-study programs, and certificate pro
grams
+ Collaborated with eight community colleges (Washtenaw, Jackson, Mott (Flint), Macomb, Oakland, Monroe,
Northwestern (Traverse City) and North Central (Petoskey) and worked as a partner in the University Centers at
Mott and Monroe Community Colleges and at Northwestern Michigan College

The Graduate School (GRAD)
+ Achieved full North Central Association (NCA) accreditation of the Ed.D. program in educational leadership.
+ First five doctoral students have completed their programs and received their doctoral degrees
+ Successfully obtained $10 million in external grants and contracts two years in a row with strong leadership and
assistance from the Office of Research Development
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Alumnus Michael Morris Named to Regent Post
Michael G. Morris, executive vice
president of CMS Energy Corpo
ration in Dearborn, Michigan, and
president and chief executive officer
of Consumers Energy in Jackson,
Michigan, was appointed to the
Eastern Michigan University Board
of Regents b y Governor John
Engler Feb. 3, 1997.
Morris was appointed to replace
James Clifton ofYpsilanti, for a term
expiring December 3 1 , 2004.
Clifton's term expired Dec. 31, 1996.
Morris earned his bachelor's
degree in 1969 and master's degree
in 1973 from EMU and he gradu ated cum laude from the Detroit
College of Law in 1981.
In a press release issued by the
Governor's Office, Engler said,
"Michael is an accomplished busi
nessman who has never lost his
fondness for EMU. As a regent,
he will pursue the best interests

of his alma mater,
Michigan Bar Asso
drawing on his lead
ciation, the board of
ership q u a l i t i e s t o
trustees for the De
provide direction for
troit College of Law
EMU as it enters the
and the board of di
next millennium."
r e c t o rs for C M S
Energy. He also
Along with his lead
ership roles for CMS
serves o n boards for
Corpora
Energy
the Institute of Gas
tion and Consumers
Technology, East
ern Michigan Uni
Energy, Morris is presi
versity Foundation,
dent of CMS Marketing Services and Trad
College
Olivet
ing in Dearborn. Con- Michael G. Morris
L e adership Advi
sumers Energy, the
sory Council, and
principal subsidiary of CMS Energy
the Library o f Michigan FoundaCorporation, is Michigan's largest
tion.
natural gas and electric utility. He
In 1995, he received EMU's Dis
previously served as chief operating
tinguished Alumnus Award. W hile
officer and executive vice president
a student, he served as president of
Delta Sigma Phi, and as com
of natural gas, marketing, rates, regu
latory affairs and wholesale power
mander of the R O T C Brigade
transactions for Consumers Energy.
during his graduate years.
Morris i s a member o f t h e

Regent Letica Resigns
A deep sense of com
mitment is probably
one of the reasons Gov
ernor John Engler ap
pointed Mara Letica to
the Eastern Michigan
University Board of
Regents. Ironically, it is
also one of the reasons
she has decided to re
sign the position two
years before her eight
year term was to expire. Mara Letica
"My work is increasing and I didn't feel I was giving the
time and the attention that the po
sition deserves,"said Letica, who will
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be devoting her full at
tention to the family
business, Letica Cor
poration of Rochester.
" I came away from
EMU so positively im
pressed with the ad
ministration because of
the genuine love and
concern for the student
body and the institu
tion," Letica says. "I
would want my children to go to an insti
tution that cared as much as they do."
Letica informed the board of her
decision with a letter on Jan. 8.

New Regent
AppointmentAnnounced
At presstime, Connection
learned of Gov. Engler's appoint
ment ofRosalind Griffin, M.D., to
the Eastern Michigan University
Board ofRegents. Griffin replaces
Anthony Derezinski, ofAnn Ar
bor, for a term expiring Dec. 31,
2004. Derezinski's term expired
Dec. 31, 1996. Griffin, ofBloom
field Hills, is a psychiatrist in
private practice. (Look for more
on Griffin in the June/July issue
ofConnection.)

Individual Donors
Key to Success in Campaign for Scholars
At the end ofJune, the Campaign
for Scholars-the most successful
fund raising effort in the University's
history-will come to a close.
Although Darrell Cooper, cam
paign general chair, announced that
the initial goal of $12 million had
been surpassed July 3 1 , 1 996, a
challenge goal of $16 million had
been established, extending the
campaign to June 30, 1997.
"We have met or exceeded the
Campaign goals for endowed schol
arships, annual program and schol
arship support, and the Pease Audi
torium renovation," said Cooper. ''As
we approach the $16 million chal
lenge goal, there is still time for you
to be a part of this success."
The success of the Campaign can
be summed up in one word: indi
viduals, said Campaign Director
Beverly J. Farley. "While the Uni
versity has received significant con
tributions from government sources
and private and corporate founda
tions, it is the generosity of indi
vidual donors that has been, and will
continue to be, our most important
source of support and growth."
Individuals have contributed to the
Campaign at a variety of giving lev
els, designating gifts for a broad
range of specific academic programs
and areas.
Martin A. Killian has been pro
viding annual gifts of $1,000 since
1 9 6 8-the year his daughter,
Katherine Niemann, graduated from
EMU-because he believes so
strongly in the value of the educa
tion Katherine received. As part of
the Campaign for Scholars, Killian
increased his commitment to EMU
with a leadership gift of $50,000 in
1995, and again in 1996, to help

establish a Cost Estimation Pro
gram in the College of Business
Accounting Department.
Elizabeth Adams (History '34)
recently donated a $50,000 chari
table gift annuity which will be used
for one of several agreed-upon
Campaign objectives.

C A M P A I G N
S C H O L A R S
Father Bernard O'Connor, a fac
ulty member in the College of Arts
and Sciences, has donated a
$250,000 life insurance policy which
he received through his affiliation
with the Catholic church. When the
policy matures, the principal will be
used to establish a distinguished pro
fessorship in the social sciences.
Tarik and Helen Daoud provided
a $25,000 gift in 1995, and again in
1996, for an Endowed Student
Scholarship for students of Arab
American and Chaldean heritage.
They have pledged another $25,000
for 1997.
"We are setting our sights on the
challenge goal of $16 million," said
Ronald W. Collins, operational cam
paign chair, and provost and vice
president for academic affairs. "Two

major areas that will be targeted dur
ing the last leg of the Campaign are
endowments for distinguished chairs
and endowments for academic pro
gram development since the initial
Campaign goals for those areas have
not yet been met."
The endowment for distinguished
chairs will provide EMU with the
opportunity to attract nationally and
internationally recognized scholars,
artists, and others to campus for one
or two semesters. Goals for the
Campaign are to endow the John W.
Porter Distinguished Chair in Ur
ban Education, distinguished chairs
in entrepreneurship, technology, and
health and human services, and to
raise additional support for the
Thelma McAndless Distinguished
Chair in the Arts and Humanities.
The endowment for academic
program development will provide
ongoing support for essential com
ponents of Eastern Michigan's total
academic program, such as curricu
lum development and "real-world"
learning opportunities with employ
ers, schools, social service agencies
and other community organizations.
"The Campaign for Scholars is, in
essence, one enormous gift from the
extended family of EMU support
ers to the students and faculty who
will lead the University through a
new century of teaching and schol
arly excellence," said Joseph Pollack,
director of Development.
All alumni, faculty, staff and
friends are invited to join in meet
ing the challenge goal by the end of
June. Please send gifts to: Eastern
Michigan University Foundation,
PO. Box 623, Ypsilanti, MI 48197,
or call the Development Office at
(313) 487-0252.
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The initiativefar building McKenny Union, which opened in 1 931, camefrom the University's Alumni Association.

Mcl<enny Union-A Result of Dedicated Alumni
I f there i s one building on cam
pus that alumni can identify with, it
is the McKenny Union. Due to the
commitment and dedication of
alumni over a decade-long period of
time-1921 to 193 1-the Union was
created and built.
As early as 192 1 , members of the
Alumni Association had discussed
the need for an Alumni Office where
records could be kept and promo
tional activities centered. When the
Alumni Association was incorpo
rated officially in November 1925,

I'::

two actions were taken: setting an
nual association dues at $ 1 and ap
proval of an "Alumni Building" to
serve as a student union and a home
for the Association.
Planning for the building began
in 1924 when President Charles
M c Kenny urged the Executive
Committee of the Alumni Associa
tion to initiate the process. The
building was envisioned as "a gen
eral social center for student life . . .
and a home for alumni returning to
college." The Flint alumni immedi-

A computer lab with more than 140 workstations provides word
processing, desk top publishing, internet and world wide web
applications andfree laser printing to students.
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ately responded to the idea by turn
ing over the balance of funds in their
treasury to the project. In 1925, the
Student Council secured S55,000 in
pledges to the project and the fac
ulty pledged $ 10,000.
The following year, a contract was
signed with a professional fund rais
ing company and preliminary plans
were drawn for a building that would
cost $500,000. An alumni drive was
launched in April 1927 with a dinner
at the Masonic Temple in Detroit,
attended by 1 ,200 Normal graduates.

EM U's bookstore moved from the lower level to the main
floor during the 1992 renovation and was joined by afuff
service bank, copy andfax service, a coffee shop and several
food establishments.

Charles
Mc Kenny

Commuter students now have a "living room" to enjoy and relax in
on the lower level ofMcKenny.

The featured speaker was Normal
alumnus Governor Fred Green. Sub
sequently, dinners were held at many
sites throughout the state.
Although 7,000 pledges were gen
erated, collection of the pledges
moved slowly. By mid- 1 92 9 ,
SS0,000 had been collected, and a
year later the total reached $ 133,000.
The State Board of Education ap
proved beginning construction when
$ 175,000 had been raised, and later
lowered t hat commitment t o
$ 150,000. F inally, a bond issue for
$ 1 9 0,000 was arranged. T he
ground-breaking ceremony was held
Nov. 8, 1 930, on a site provided by
the State Board of Education. The
cornerstone was laid Jan. 17, 1931,
and the formal dedication of the
completed building took place in the
new ballroom Oct. 24, 1931.
The Union is the namesake of
President McKenny (see related
story), and, in 1937, the ballroom
was titled in honor of former Gov-

ernor Fred Green.
Until 1960, the basement of the
Union was unused. That year it was
transformed into a recreational cen
ter where students and faculty could
enjoy bowling and billiards. Room
also was reserved for a college book
store. Then in 1963, the State Board
of Education approved a $2 million
renovation and enlargement of the
Union, which expanded the build
ing to the east.
The most recent renovation, com
pleted in September 1992 at a cost
of$7.8 million, moved the bookstore
to the main floor, created new entre
preneurial spaces for a bank, mailing
service and food venues, established
a student computer center and offices
for student organizations and im
proved barrier free access, particularly
with the lobby elevator to all floors.
McKenny Union is in use today
for what it always was intended to
be: a center for student life and a
landmark for returning alumni.

The Union was named after
President McKenny, who was
the longest serving president of
Michigan State Normal College
when he retired at the age of 73.
Born in a log cabin on a farm
near Dimondale, Michigan, he
earned a bachelor of science de
gree from Michigan Agricul
tural College and bachelor of
arts and master of arts degrees
from Olivet College. He taught
in the Charlotte schools and was
principal of Vermontville High
School before becoming a pro
fessor of English and history at
Olivet College. McKenny was
appointed head of Central Nor
mal School in Mt. Pleasant by
the State Board of Education
and four years later accepted the
presidency of Wisconsin State
Normal in Milwaukee. He be
came president of Michigan
State Normal in 1 9 1 2 and
served in that capacity until his
retirement in 1933.

One ofthe enhancements ofthe 1992 renovation was the
new east entrance.
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Turning Stumbling Blocks to Stepping Stones:
Young African American Leadership Conference
1

Activist Dick Gregory, journalists
Tony Brown and Bev Smith, the Rev.
Tyrone Crider of Operation Push,
and professor Molefi Kete Asante,
known as the "father of Afrocen
tricity," were featured speakers at
EMU's fourth annual Young African
American Professionals Leadership
Conference, held Feb. 28- March 2,
at McKenny Union.

of

"The Importance Female
Leadership" workshop was led by
Rev. Diane Smalley.

The conference, "Turning Stum

I bling Blocks into Stepping Stones,"

provided an opportunity for more than
300 students from high school
through graduate school to attend
workshops, network, and garner mo
tivation and insight from five of the
most provocative minds of current
leaders within the African American
community today.
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"This effort puts Eastern Michigan
on the map as a leader in multicultural
initiatives," said Floyd Carroll II,
director ofEMU's Multicultural Cen
ter. "We stepped out of the state level
this year , attracting students and uni
versity professionals from many other
areas of the country." Conference
attendees included students and pro
fessionals from Michigan, California,

The Saturday evening programfeatured newspaper columnist and television
commentator Tony Brown. Brown (left) and EMU Regent Col. William] Stephens,
'60, get a chance to talk before Brown's keynote address.

Leadership building was a workshop topic led by EMU ProfessorJohn Boyless (left).
f
Rodrick Johnson, vice president Save our Students, takes a moment to exchange
ideas with Boyless.

o

I

Comedian and activist Dick Gregorr
knownfor his motivating and humorous
presentations-was a hit with the students.

Connecticut, Indiana, Ohio and
Wisconsin.
Workshop topics included inter
viewing and resume writing, leadership
building, problem solving skills, com
munity, health, spirituality and race re
lations, the importance offemale lead
ership, and self-improvement.
''A conference of this nature is a re
flection of the University's desire to
support the excellence of its students

of color," said Carroll. "It is also an op
portunity for the entire EMU commu
nity to be involved in that process and
to learn more about the diverse voices
that make up our campus culture."
Student organizers Nicole Francis
and Anthony Garrett-Leverett helped
coordinate the event, which served as
the finale ofEMU's five- week celebra
tion of Black History Month.
Bev Smith, hostfor Black
Entertainment Television's "Our
Voices, " talks with students prior to her
speech in the McKenny Ballroom.

Dr. Moleji Asante, professor and chair ofAfrican American Studies at
Temple University (left), chats with Thomas Fleming, '68, '92H, special
assistant to the EMUprovost.

Vendor Tasha McHenry shows off
her wares.

Floyd Carroll II (left), director ofEMU's Multicultural Center, with student
conference co-chairs Nicole Francis, senior, and graduate student Anthony
Garrett-Leverett. Garrett-Leverett designed the conference logo.

fun
Students were treated to a night of
at the "casino" after afull day of
workshops andpresentations.
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Athletics

1 00 Years of Basketball at EMU
Celebrated During Season

by Emily Griffin, sports information

The Eastern Michigan
men's basketball program
celebrated its lOOth anniversary during 199697. EMU honored four
different eras during the
season, welcoming back
letterwinners who were
recognized during halftime programs in Bowen
Field House.
EMU honored the decade of the 1980sJan. 8 at
the Central Michigan
game. Letterwinners Paul
Grazulis (1986-88), Mike
McCaskill ( 1 984-87), i.;;:�•
.
Gervzn
.
Lewis Scott (1984-87),
and Grant Long ( 1 985-88) and
former head coach Jim Boyce were
recognized at halftime. Boyce coached from 1979-86 and won 84 games
during his six and one-half seasons.
Long, currently playing for the
NBA's Detroit Pistons, was named
the Mid-American Conference
"Player of the Year" in 1988, leading
EMU to the MAC title and an
NCAA Tournament berth. He is
EMU's sixth highest career scorer
and rebounder and was a two-time
All-MAC selection.
Monday,Jan. 20, EMU celebrated
the 1970s, with four letterwinners returning for halftime festivities of the
Bowling Green game.
The eveningwas highlighted with
the return of NBA legend George
Gervin, who lettered for EMU from
1970-72. One of the most important figures in EMU basketball history, he holds EMU single season
records for points, field goals, and

rebounds. His No. 24
jersey was retired in 1986
and he was elected to
EMU's Hall of Fame
in 1 993. He won four
scoring titles during
his outstanding NBA
career, was elected to the
NBA Hall of Fame Feb.
5, 1997, and named to
the NBA's All-Time
"Top 50" list.
Other letterwinners
who returned that
evening were teammates
and co-captains Dan
Hoff ( 1 972-76) and
Walt Jones (1972-76),
who were both named to the Dean's
List every semester while at Eastem. Gary Tyson ( 1970-74) and
former EMU coach Al Freund also
were recognized.
Saturday, Jan. 25, nine letter winners and one former coach were
honored during halftime of the Ball
State game.
Current EMU faculty member
Richard "Doc" Adams, who coached
from 1960-66 and won 59 games
during his tenure, was recognized.
Letterwinners who were honored
included Tuggle Bowens (1966-68),
Jim Feldkamp ( 1 965-6 7), Cleon
Gilliam ( 1 95 1 -5 5 ) , Al Jagutis
(1967-71), Rod Marlatt (1964-66),
Roy McNeely (1 966-68) , Phill
Riggio (1968-71 ) , and Fred Shaw
(1964-65).
Harold Simons (1966-68), current
boys basketball coach at Ann Arbor
Huron High School, was also in attendance. Simons, who served as

=�.-..t.---Z�ut::".
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EMU golf coach for three seasons
(1969-72), was honored at the James
R. Applegate Golf Outing last fall
as the "Honoree of the Year."
EMU basketball honored the pre1 960s era during the Western
Michigan game Feb. 19.
Letterwinners honored included
Joseph Wargo (1949-1950), Webster
Kirksey (1952-55), Coleman Jewett
(1953-55), and Earl Bossenberry
(1953-54).
Current EMU Regent Col. Will
iam Stephens, who was a four-year
letterwinner from 1955-60, was also
in attendance. Stephens averaged
14.1 points per game during his ca
reer and compiled more than 1,000
points, 21st on EMU's all-time list.

Simons

EMU Football Signs 2 5 to Begin in September
The EMU football program signed 25 players in early February to national letters of intent to hit the gridiron with
the Eagles in September. Within the group, ten states are represented, and ten players are transfers from junior
colleges.
"The junior college players gave us the opportunity to really blend our recruiting classes and fill the areas where we
needed guys who were physically ready to play," said EMU Head Coach Rick Rasnick. "Plus, it gives the younger
guys some time to get bigger and stronger."
NAME
Ali, Faheem *
Anderson, Amad
Avondet, Nick
Butkowski, Chuck
Camarco, Tim
Cherry, Beau
Chorak, Rich
Conner, Sean
Drew, Eric
Driscoll, Matt *
Gaddy, Anthony
Grabowski, John
Grant, Barris
Green, Dimetric
Howard, Damien
Johnson, Opoku
Mihaere, Clay
Oller, Dusty *
Philpot, Ken
Powell, Eric
Short, Jason
Spicer, Melvin
Turner, James
Vitatoe, Derek *
Watkins, Andre

£.QS..

w�

DB
Pnt-Pk
OL
LB

c

OL
FB
OLB
LB
�
OL
LB
WR

OL
RB
OL
DL
LB
RB
TE
DL
DL
DB
LB

HT
6- 1
6-3
5-10
6-3
6-0
6-2
6-3
6-3
6-4
6- 3
6-2
6-5
6- 1
5-10

6-4
6-0
6-3 /2
6-3
6-3
5-11
6-4
6-3
6-3
6-2
6-2

WT
190

2- 1 0
140
260
215
265
255
245
200
225
1 90
295
235
1 80
290
175
305
260
215
210
215
260
260
205
220

.cl,_.

So.
So.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Jr.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Jr.
FI.

fr.

Fr.
JT.

Jr.
fr.
Jr.
r.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Jr.
Jr.

HOMETQWN-H,S,-J!lNIQR CQLL,
Miami, Florida-Norland-Eastern Arizona C.C.
New York, New York-Kennedy-Nassau (NY) C.C.
Parma, Ohio-Holy Name H.S.
OJeveland, Ohio-St. Edward's H.S.
Clarnmont, California-Claremont H.S.
Saugus, California-Saugus-Los Angeles Valley C.C.
Chicago, Illinois-Mt. Carmel H.S.
Needham Massachusetts-Needham H.S.
Detroit-Southwestern H.S.
Moreno Valley, Cal.-Canyon Springs-Riverside (Cal.) C.C.
River Rouge-River Rouge H.S.
Chicago, Illinois-Mt. Carmel H.S.
vington, New Jersey-Irvington H.S.
San Diego, Cal.- Mt. Miguel-Grossmont (Cal.) C.C.
Los Angeles, Cal.-Cardon-Long Beach (Cal.) C.C.
Bellport, New York-Bellport H.S.
Lakewood, Col-Green Mountain-Eastern Ariz.CC
Satanta, Kansas- hapgaral-Garden City (Kansas) C.C.
Chicago, Illinois-�eot l.S.
Park Forest, Illinoi - ich East H.S.
Painesville, Ohio-Riverside }LS.
Newark, Ohio-Newark H.S.
Ghicago, Illinois-Leo H.S.
Chino Hills-, Cat-Ayala-Chaffey (Cal.) C.C.
Pasadena, Califoi;nia-Pasadena-Pasadena C.C.

* Enrolled at EMU in January, 1 997
FORD MOTOR CITY BOWL ANNOUNCED
The Mid-American Conference football race just got a little more competitive with the
announcement that a new post-season bowl game has been added to the mix.
The newest NCAA post-season bowl, the Ford Motor City Bowl, announced its plans
to play its inaugural game Dec. 26, 1 997, in the Pontiac Silverdome. The game will
feature the champion of the 1 2-member MAC against an at-large opponent.
The bowl committee already has received a commitment from ESPN for live coverage
at 8:00 p.m. Dec. 26.
The status of the most recent MAC post-season football bowl, the Las Vegas Bowl, is
uncertain at this time.

Current sports schedules can be obtained by contacting the Sports
Information Office, 200 Bowen Field House, Ypsilanti, Ml 481 97.
(31 3) 487-031 7.

1 997
Sept. 6
Sept. 1 3
Sept. 20
Sept. 27
4
Oct.

FQQTBALL SCHEDULE
at Missouri
at Toledo *
KENT * (HALL OF FAME)
at Central Michigan *
OHIO * (HOMECOMING/
FAMILY DAY)
Oct. 1 1 BALL STATE *
(BAND DAY)
Oct. 1 8 AKRON
Oct. 25 at Marshall *
1 WESTERN MICHIGAN *
Nov.
8 at Northern Illinois *
Nov.
Nov. 1 5 at Central Florida
* Mid-American Conference Game
All Times are Site Times
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Reflections
by Sheryl]ames, '73, '74

Back in 1984, the Greens
boro (N. C.) News & Record,
my employer then, bought
a new computer system that
had a messaging function
e-mail in today's lingo.
As we sat in classes learn
ing the new system, one
of my colleagues found a
keyboard symbol that re
sembled a cocktail glass. She imme
diately messaged me with the symbol,
followed by a question mark. It be
came our code to disappear from the
newsroom for "story idea meetings" at
a local tavern.
I'm sorry to say that in the lnternet
soaked world of 1997, I haven't pro
gressed much, cyberspace-wise,
beyond that embryonic e-mail,
although I've pretty much abandoned
the taverns. The Internet only intimi
dates me.
Fortunately, EMU students today
have no such affliction. In fact, I have
learned that EMU circa 1997 is Web
site city, that students have tools we
never dreamed of, and that things
have only just begun.
Just think: About 19,000 EMU stu
dents have active computer accounts,
according to Dr. Alan McCord, ex
ecutive director of University Com
puting, and one of several campus
computer wizards helping usher
EMU into cyberspace.
Today, students gab by e-mail the
way we did by phone. They can find
on EMU's Web site information
about the University, admissions, fi
nancial aid, academic programs, con
tinuing education schedules and more.
They can access computers at several
key spots around campus, so even stu
dents as broke as I was in college can
log on. They can read the undergrad
or graduate catalogs, or gain access to
the campus library's files.
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Each college has a home
page, and, I am proud to
say, the alumni office now
has its own home page
which can be accessed
through EMU's Web site.
Soon, Dr. McCord says,
students will be able to fill
out financial aid forms,
register for classes and get
their grades on the Web.
These kinds ofservices are especially
crucial at EMU, where only 3,300 of
our 24,000 students live on campus,
and where the average student is in
his/her 20s and holds down a job.
At the same time, the Web, espe
cially e-mail, which is by far the most
popular use of Internet services, is
breaking down barriers, McCord told
me. For instance, many instructors
encourage students to e-mail them,
allowing communication at any time
from any place. Something called a
Web Caucus operates like a bulletin
board, allowing students to post ques
tions and receive answers that aid with
research.
Many classes use the Internet to
promote communication with other
classes, or different groups. For in
stance, McCord says he recently re
ceived a question via e-mail from a
student government officer, the kind
ofinteraction that conventional com
munication systems discouraged.
The Internet, McCord says, also
means that EMU students, "no longer
have academic experiences just on our
campus, they get experience world
wide, literally." They can go to Ann
Arbor or London in seconds.
All of this means that life on cam
pus is far afield from the typewriters
and White-Out we all struggled with
25 years ago.
But tucked into this technology are
some warning flags and problems.

Paul Heaton, director of student me
dia services, says reporters at the
Eastern Echo use the Internet as a re
porting tool, but probably not as ex
tensively as they could. They also tend
to believe too quickly Web-retrieved
information, forgetting to verify facts
or to evaluate sources. There's a lot of
gossip on the Web.
Students often spend more time
e-mailing one another-even ifthey are
five feet away-and sharing jokes or
browsing rather than doing real re
search, Heaton says. The Internet
"can become a time sink."
But ifHeaton is a bit skeptical about
current use of the Internet, he has big
plans for the Eastern Echo Web site.
More than just an information site,
Heaton hopes that the Echo on-line
will be come a major resource and ac
cess point for the entire community.
People could apply for student loans,
make reservations at tanning salons,
pay a bill and much more.
As McCord says, "You don't need
paper anymore."
I keep thinking that one day about
100 years ago, people were just as ex
cited and overwhelmed by another
revolutionary invention that would
change their communication forever:
telephones. Think about the jump
from sending letters to London, and
dialing it up. Think of a world with
no modems, no fax machines. We
have taken telephones so much for
granted. But during the past 100
years, people like McCord and
Heaton took telephone technology
where it is today. And now, they're
doing it with the Internet-keeping
EMU right at the head of the pack.
I'm sure glad we've got these wiz
ards. As for me, well, I'll figure out
the Web sooner or later-when the
wizards make it as easy to use as a
phone book.

Alumni News II
Mark Your Calendar

Awards Dinner Set
Join us in honoring Alumni Award
recipients Saturday, May 10, at the
EMU Corporate Education Center/
Ypsilanti Marriott. Call the alumni
office at (313) 487-0250 and make
your reservations today!
The 1997 Alumni Award Winners are:
O utstanding Young Alumnus
Jeffrey L. Dwoskin, '92
Jonathon W. Dwoskin, '95
Alumna/Alumnus Achievement
Timothy P. Mcintyre, '77
Jaclynn Rogers Tracy, '74
Distinguished Alumnus
Walter G. Brown, '60
Elliott B. Glicksman, '64
Distinguished Service
John W. Porter, Ph.D., '75H

Chapter Happenings
Huron Valley

Kensington Valley

Attention Golfers: The Hu
ron Valley Alumni Chapter's
Golf League is looking for
alumni interested in playing or
being a substitute for the 1997
golf season.
It's a mixed league t hat
tees-off Friday evenings be
tween 5 :00-6:00 p.m. at the
Huron Golf Club. Because
space is limited to 32 current
alumni chapter members, it's
"first call, first play."
If you want to get involved,
contact Terry Fondaw
at (313) 485-6794.

The Kensington Valley Alumni
Chapter will host its "Best of the
Best" Golf Open Saturday, June
7, 1997, at 10 a.m. at the Huron
Golf Course, Ypsilanti. To reg
ister, contact Chay Halash at
(810) 344-0188.
Potential Chapter News
The Leadership Alumni Chap
ter plans to be chartered at the
April alumni board meeting.
Contact James Carpenter at (313)
699-2901 if you are interested in
getting involved with this excit
ing new chapter.

Kalamazoo Outreach

Sigma Nu Phi Sorority Reunion
Celebrate 100 years of friendship
(1897-1997) May 9 - 1 1, 1997. For
more information, call Barbara
Weiss, '50, '69, at (313) 485-3418.
Seeing Double
If you are getting duplicate
copies of Connection, or other
alumni publications, please send
the mailing labels to the Office
for Alumni Relations, 13 Welch
Hall, Eastern Michigan U niver
sity 48197 or fax copies of the
labels to (313) 487-7009.

Alumni and friends gathered at the Wayside West Restaurant in Kalamazoo
prior to the EMU vs. Western Michigan University men's game, Jan. 22.
Pictured above are (from left) Carl Burton, '87, and James Rokusek, profes
sor of business education and technology.

19

FLORIDA OUTREACH in ORLANDO

The Eders, Andrea andjohn, '90,

The Giessuebels, Frances, '83 and
husband, Brian, ofOcoee.

ofOrlando.

Alumna Sally McHale, '82, ofAltamonte Springs, and
friend Charlotte Cusmano.

Julianne and David Mielcarek, '60, of Cocoa Beach.

EMU President William E. Shelton and
Dr. John Hitt, President, University of
Central Florida.

An Orlando Alumni Gathering
EMU alumni gathered to meet President William E. Shelton· and othe top administrators at an alumni outreach
event in Orlando. The Orlando Alumni Chapter is busy preparing_ for th tailgate and EMU football game against
the University of Central Florida. The game is scheduled at the Citrus B wl Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 15. To get
involved with the Orlando Alumni Chapter, contact Chapter President Allen Fazio at (407) 240-4963.
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Class Notes
by Maeve K Sullivan, '98,
university publications

20s
Edna Curtis Horn, '25, marked her
ninetieth birthday at a special open
house celebration recently in
Owosso. Horn taught for 32 years
in the Shiawassee County Schools.
She is an active member of the
Carland United Methodist Church,
and is president of the Carland
United Methodist Women's Club.

40s
Bernadine Salvadore, '49, won the
Florida State Women's Singles Ten
nis gold medal in the Senior Olym
pics (70-74 age group), which quali
fies her to go the National Senior
Olympics in Tucson, Ariz.
Salvadore, who retired from teach
ing in the St. Joseph and Detroit
Public Schools, currently is a substi
tute teacher in Clearwater, Fla.

50s
Barbara Weiss, '50, '69, is director of
the hand-bell choir at __.,.._..
the First Presbyterian
Church of Ypsilanti,
where she has been in
volved with music pro
grams for many years. .,.
Weiss has been actively involved
with activities sponsored by the Yp
silanti Visitors and Convention Bu
reau. She taught stringed instru
ments in the Ypsilanti Public
Schools for 23 years.
Natalie Kreeger, '57, is the namesake
of Natalie Kreeger Elementary
School, formerly Fowlerville El
ementary School, where she served
as teacher, counselor, and principal
from the mid-1940s until her retire-

ment six years ago. Kreeger, who
earned a pilot's license at age 60,
recently earned a doctorate degree
from Michigan State University.

60s
Richard M. Slater, '61, '75, '84, was
named to the position of controller
at Guardian, Inc., a non-profit agency
providing guardianship, conservator
ship, and related services for a num
ber of counties. His duties as control
ler extend to both the Battle Creek
and Kalamazoo sites. Slater has 25
years of experience in health care as
well as 35 years in accounting.
Thomas]. Rundquist, '67, '69, '77,
is the CEO and president of Nova
Businesses, Inc., in Big Rapids.
Rundquist is the editor of the "Ra
cial Attitude Survey," a computer
application released by Nova that
allows businesses to evaluate racial
attitudes within the work force.

Robert G. Cabello, '73, '93, was
elected to the National
Interfraternity Con
ference board of direc
tors. Cabello serves as
national secretary on
the board of directors
for Alpha Sigma Phi, the social fra
ternity of which he was a member
while at EMU. Cabello is vice presi
dent for student services at Western
Illinois University.
Norma C. Zeigler, '75, volunteers
with the national disaster team of the
American Red Cross. Zeigler, who
teaches disaster classes, CPR and
first aid, has worked 20 disasters
since 1989.
Bebe A. Fairchild, '79,
was named partner to
the international law
firm of Squire, Sand
ers and D empsey,
LLP. Fairchild has
been with the company since 1983.

70s

80s

Michael Pattison, '71, '75, was
named director of student activities
for Murrieta High School by the
Murrieta Valley School District in
Murrieta, California. Previously,
Pattison was activities director at
Canyon Springs High School in
Moreno Valley, Calif

Terrence M. Dillon, '80, '85, '87,
Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class, de
parted on a six-month deployment
to the western Pacific Ocean aboard
the aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk.

Linda Taylor, '72, was named the
Michigan Academic Adviser of the
Year by the Michigan Association of
Academic Advisers for Community
Education. Taylor has worked for
Southkent Community Education
in Grand Rapids since 1979.

Elizabeth A. Barnes, '82, is vice
president, chiefhuman resources of
ficer, at Walsh College in Troy. Pre
viously, she served as
director of college re
lations. Barnes joined
the college in 1 9 85.
She has been a board
member of the Troy
Chamber of Commerce since 1991.
continued on page 22
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Anthony W. Frabutt, '86, '88, Navy
Lt., participated in the twenty- first
annual Marine Corps Marathon in
Washington, D.C.

Teresa Creech, '92, was hired as cus
tomer service representative at Farm
Credit Services of Southeastern
Michigan.

Glenn L. Peacock, '86,
was promoted to direc
tor of marketing and
public affairs at the In
ternational Hearing S o 
ciety, based in Livonia.
Peacock is responsible for develop
ing and directing the international
professional association's total mar
keting efforts. Previously, he was
director of communications for
Michigan Sugar Company.

George L. Pavey, '92, Marine Cap
tain, reported for duty with Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron 251, 2nd
Marine Aircraft Wing, at the Ma
rine Corps Air Station in Beaufort,
South Carolina.

Brenda Dempsey, '88,
was promoted to direc
tor of sales and mar
keting for specialty
foods at the J. M.
Smucker Company,
based in Ripon, Wisconsin.
Dempsey has been with the com
pany since 1989.

90s
John Dillon, '91, D. V.M. joined the
staff of Blissfield Veterinary Service
in Blissfield.
Bently Laser, '91 , is the principal at
Springport High School in
Springport. Previously, Laser served
as assistant vice principal and ath
letic director in the Grayling School
District.
Ram Thuluri, '91 , was
named president of
RamaTech LLC, a mi
nority-owned global
manufacturing firm
and full-service screw
machine facility, located in Taylor.
Thuluri has been associated with the
automotive industry since 1 988,
most recently as an engineering
manager at Horizon Technology
Group in Taylor.

22

Laurie L. Rorrer, '92,
was named events me
dia specialist for
Oakwood Healthcare
System. Previo usly,
Rorrer served as ac
count manager for Hedge & Com
pany in Southfield and as public re
lations specialist for AE Clevite En
gine Parts in Ann Arbor.
Julie Cantwell, '94,
was promoted to sec
tions editor at Grain's
Detroit Business i n
Detroit. Previously,
Cantwell was copy
editor at Crain Communications,
Inc., in Detroit. She was honored
with several awards while at East
ern Michigan, including the EMU
Campus Leader Award in 1993, the
EMU Gold Medallion Award, stu
dent category, in 1 994, and the
Eastern Echo Best News Story in
1993-94.
Latoska N. Price, '96, received the
A. F. Voss/American Paint and Coat
ings Journal Best Speaker Award at
the 1 996 International Coatings
Exposition and Paint Show in
Chicago. Price is a senior chemist at
Akzo Nobel Coatings in Troy.

Faculty Notes
Gregg Barak, profes
sor of criminology and
sociology, is the author
of Representing O.J :
Murder, Criminal Jus
tice andMass Culture, a
collection of essays that attempt to
explain America's fixation with the
O.J. Simpson criminal trial.
Suzanne Stevens, '62, '65, will retire
as professor of science education in
the Biology Depart
ment at Eastern
Michigan University
at the end of the win
ter semester. In 1995,
Stevens was the first
college-level teacher to
win the Teacher of the Year Award
from the Michigan Science Teach
ers Association. She was honored in
1983 with the William F. Hopkins
award for leadership in conducting
workshops on teaching in the out
doors. She also has developed sci
ence-related travel courses through
Continuing Education.

Engagements
Katherine R. Kidd, '85, '93, and
Kevin Bloch
William Similo, '93, and Tricia S.
Terry, '93, '96
Lisa C. Cheveney, '95, and Michael
Francis Dempsey

Former Dea.n Dies

(excerptedfrom the Eastern Echo}

Julius N. Robinson, a former EMU
Dean of Summer and Evenings Ses
sions, died Jan. 26 after a prolonged
illness. Robinson, who was 90, retired
from EMU in 1972.
He received h i s bachelor of
science degree from Southwest
Missouri State College in 1 934,
while teaching in a one-room
school. He earned his master of
arts degree from Northwestern
University in 1938 and his doctor
ate in education from New York
University in 1947.

Robi n s o n began working at
EMU in 1947 as head of the busi
ness department. While there, he
established a degree for business
administration with an accounting
major. He also helped establish a
degree for business administration
and marketing.
A scholarship fund was estab
lished at EMU in 1972 in honor
of Robinson by the Beta Pi chap
ter of Pi Omega Pi, a business
teachers education honorary.

r-------------------------------------,

Classes to Write Home About

Do you recall a class at EMU that you think everyone should take? If so, please fill out this form, briefly
stating your reasons. We'll report the results in a future issue.

f

(name i course - and, when possible, number}

, taught by ___
(prefessor)

___

___

_______

because _____________________________________

Signature ______________________ Degree/Year -------(name used when degree received}

Daytime phone number

City/State ________

Please return to Office of Alumni Relations, Eastern Michigan University, 13 Welch Hall, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197.
Or fax 313/487-7009. Or e-mail to alumni.rclations@emich.edu, including all the above information.
L-------------------------------------J
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II Events
April

May

September

12 Meeting, National Alumni
Association Board of Directors

10 Alumni Awards Dinner,
Corporate Education Center,
Marriott Hotel, Ypsilanti

6 Missouri Outreach

June

4 Homecoming/Family Day

18 Black Alumni Chapter/
Detroit Area
Outreach, Cleveland
Cavaliers vs. Detroit
Pistons, The Palace of
Auburn Hills, reception
6 p.m., game time 7:30 p.m.
27 Commencement

7

October
For more details on alumni activities, calf
the Officefar Alumni Relations at (313)
487-0250 or (800) 825-8664,
or e-mail your inquiry to:
alumni. relations@emich. edu

Kensington Valley Alumni
Chapter "Best of the Best"
Golf Outing, Huron Golf
Club (see page 19 for details)

TBA Denver, Colorado, Outreach

r------------------------,

News About You

Awards, civic activities, promotions, marriages, births and other events that
are an important part of your life are also important to us and your fellow alumni.
News will be published in Connection as soon as space permits. We always
appreciate receiving photos to run with the class notes. The best reproduction
results are achieved from black and white glossy head shots.

-

CJ Check here if new

Phone ----------------------

E-mail address

Student I.D. number -----------------

Degree(s) and year( s) -

-------------

Place of employment and location -----------

l

l

I

I
I

I
I

!

Position/title -------------------Is this a promotion? A new employer?

Spouse's name (if alum) ����

�

�

�

-�

Degree( s) and year(s) _______________

Significant news about spouse -------------My news (please attach a separate sheet if necessary) ______

I
I
I

Please send address changes
or news for Connection to:

For your convenience, you also may
e-mail your news to us at:

Office for Alumni Relations

alumni.relations@emich.edu

13 Welch Hall
Ypsilanri , 1\11 48197

or FAX (313) 487-7009.

L----------------------�-J
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-

- - - - - - - - Net scope f oslern Mu h1gon University WWW D1rec

I:= 1,.:::,1 !. I IR!.l.!.I ! I�. I� I

(

City/State/Zip ------------------

Your A l umni Webs i te

Loo.tton: lttttp://wvw..tm$chHU/�lwnni

I t ' s Here • • •
http:/ I www.emlch.edu/ alumnl

What you can f i nd there:
• alumni membership and
chapter information contacts
• e-mail connection to your
alumni reservations
• web links to EMU's
home page

Make the Connection Today !

The Alumni Association
of
Eastern Michigan University

I

Alumni Chapters II
The National Alumni Association at Eastern Michigan University has recognized chapters in-state as well as out-of-state. These chapters
hold their own special interest events and activities in addition to those ofThe Alumni Association. Some also require chapter dues that will
not be included in your $25 annual association dues. If you don't see a group in your area and would like to start your own local chapter, we
would be happy to assist you. Please call Vicki Reaume, '91, at the Office for Alumni Relations on our toll free line (800) 825-8664, fax (313)
487-7009 or e-mail vicki.reaume@emich.edu for further information. Listed below are current chapters that have been chartered by the
ational Alumni Association. Chapter contacts are needed for the following alumni chapters: Flint, ORIS, Boca Raton, Fort Myers and St.
Petersburg, Florida. If you are interested in providing leadership for these chapters, please contact the Office for Alumni Relations.
Accounting Alumni Chapter
Barb (Busovicki) Kaufman
109 Penhill
ovi, MI 48377
(810) 926-9695
Art Alumni Chapter
Katherine Fisk
2360 Merrill St.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
(313) 572-0995
Black Alumni Chapter
Vanessa McDaniel
20167 Marlowe
Detroit, MI 48235
(313) 345-3172
Chicago Alumni Chapter
Barbara Racila
627 Citadel Dr.
Westmont, IL 60559
(630) 789-8890
Dallas/Ft. Worth/Metro Plex Area
Alumni Chapter
Ed Chytil
1630 Novel Dr.
Garland, TX 75040
(214) 278-6768
FAX: (214) 528-3098

E-Club Alumni Chapter
Ken Behmer
201 Chauncey Ct.
Marshall, MI 49068
(616) 781-7562
FAX: (616) 965-4133

National Capital Alumni Chapter
James A. Moors
8380 Greensboro, #1022
McLean, VA 22102
(703) 893-2179
FAX: (703) 448-5824

Huron Restoration Alumni Chapter
Debbie Ridiker Frank
42530 Schoolcraft
Plymouth, MI 48170
(313) 420-2534

NursingAlumni Chapter
Harold Cooley
9288 Panama Ave.
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
(313) 483-7471

Huron Valley Alumni Chapter
John Chambers
7650 Textile Rd.
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
(313) 485-7785
FAX: (313) 487-7009

Orlando Alumni Chapter
Allen D. Fazio
12231 Bronson Way
Orlando, FL 32824
(407) 240-4963
FAX: (407) 363-6279

Kensington Valley Alumni Chapter
Dennis Flamme
3311 Watersedge Dr.
Brighton, MI 48116
(810) 229-8263
FAX: (313) 483-0206

Southern California Alumni
Chapter
Robert F. Freeland
4800 Williamsburg Lane #223
La Mesa, CA 91941
(619) 469-4636

r-------------------------------------,
Yes, 1/We would like to join The Alumni Association immediately. Annual membership, individual or joint, alumni or
fricnds-$25. Memberships are valid for one year.

Name: _________ _

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

Student Number: ______ Class: ___ _

_ _
_

Joint with: -- ----------------

Student Number: ___

Address: ------------------

-

Residence Phone: _

_

_

_

_

_

_

-

-

-

-

Class: ______
_
_

- -------------�

-

_ ______ Business Phone: --------------

Check made payable to EMU National Alumni Association enclosed for: $ _
Circle one:

_

Visa or MasterCard # _

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_
_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

-

-

-

_ ______ or:

Exp. Date: ____________

Signature as it appears on credit card: -------------------------

-

-

-

-

-

Return to: Eastern Michigan University, Office for Alumni Relations, 13 Welch Hall, Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 or FAX ( 3 1 3 ) 4 8 7 -7009
L-------------------------------------�
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Alumni and friends gathered to celebrate Winter Fest '97 for the College Recognition
Awards, held at the College of Business, and later1 for a pre-game tailgate in Bowen.

College Recognition Award Winners were Ralph Pasola,
Jr. ' 7 1 , '77, '86 (Arts & Sciences), Marilyn Bannon, ' 8 1
(Business), Jack Minzey, '50, '74 and John Weeks for
O.L. Pfaffman (Technology).
1
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